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il Un\H fame ImlioaioH ilrn tinfornmlatwl Imf full 
apprmsttion of tho umpmstioiuddo historic ftivk 
that ho was tho real mnkrr of the ^ovommoiil 
of tho VtitUnl States. Washington created, tt t 
at least caused to ho created* the national on* 
tlty; Hanttlhm did actually create the political 1 
entity, 

By reason of these fads, the life of Hamilton 
wan sure to ho otto of tin 1 most important vol¬ 
umes of tiiiH series; mtd % since ho ttmolt careful 

writing had Boon already done concern m»’ ItiiiR 
tlio selection of Itts biographer demanded morn 
tlum ordinary consideration. No mm itt ftto 
country had at that time made a more thorough 
study of Federalism titan Mr, Lod^e had done* 
HU attoo'4fot% ( omr^o ( *almh had boon otto of 
tho chief* of tlio Federalist party itt it * strong 
hold, of Now Kuyjumb and laid boon tho in* 
tuuate friend of f famiShm ; and tho testimony 
of tho iftliimtoy still livoi ttpoii Mr, Hodn'Ws 
l il train wall in tho shape of Trumbull* * portrait 
of Ilumithm, a pro amt to < Jeortm <\d«ot a* a 
Hour and dear fri* ltd, K tout he,* well that, if 
Air, Bod^o \%n>i wry naturally tttebimd tt* maFe 
a horo of I iumihmn lot at Fast piaottord ;i 
Htriotly hdelhimut and reasounbF wor dnp* t 
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EDITOR'S I'RRKAOK 


In the history of the United States, Washing, 
ton anti Lincoln stand apart in ft mouuincHtitl 
solitude. They belong in in* class; no one 
seeks u place near them, or challenges even a 
jawsible eomparison with them. It is only atter 
wo have established them in this grand ami 
undisputed isolation that we try to put nttr 
other statesmen into ranks and elates aeeotd- 
ing to our judgment of their eapaeity and their 
services. This attitude of the a* two tneu ii a 
peculiarity in our annals distinguishing tut from 
other peoples. No other nation ha t heroes till, 
ing quite the like relationship. The neared 
approaeh to it is furnished bv William of Of. 
ange. Neither Julius (Vsir nor Napoleon 
Honaparte are parallel in .tuuees, though they 
overshadowed respectively all other Rotoaus 
and Krenehmeit; they were greater than other *, 
yet they could Ih> comparett anti men aired with 
others. Hut this eauuot he d«m ’ with either 
Washington or Linettlu, beenum, apart from 
greatness, they are ifijfi mit from others, 
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vi EDITOR’S PREFACE 

When we come to make out the list of our 
statesmen of the first rank, Alexander Hamil¬ 
ton would probably receive at least a plurality 
of votes for the highest place. In the minds of 
his countrymen, his memory has always been 
surrounded with a brilliant halo, has always had 
a prestige which may be regarded as in some 
respects surprising. For when readers come 
down to the actual records of his career, they 
find that they have to hear chiefly of financial 
schemes, the management of the treasury, ar¬ 
rangements concerning the national debt, reve¬ 
nues, tariffs, and internal taxation—diy mat¬ 
ters, for the most part, and not often enticing 
popular interest. None the less it is the case 
that our historical writers have found a singular 
fascination about Hamilton; the amount of lit¬ 
erature and the consequent research concerning 
him have been very great: yet there is not any 
symptom of satiety; our people still eagerly 
seize upon everything which is written as to his 
career, and seem unable to hear enough of the 
subject. Such a condition cannot be accounted 
for by the tradition of his personal beauty of 
countenance and charm of manner, which made 
him a leader of the leaders in public life, neither 
by the interesting tale of his tragic death. The 
explanation and the truth lie far deeper. Ham- 


